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Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Georgia       

improves maternal and child health through advocacy,      

education and access to vital resources.  

Learn more at www.hmhbga.org 
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Meet Our New Executive Director: 

ELISE BLASINGAME, LMSW 
The Board of Directors is excited to announce that Elise Blasingame, 
LMSW, has been named Executive Director of Healthy Mothers, Healthy  
Babies Coalition of Georgia. Elise brings to her position extensive             
experience as a non-profit manager, researcher, fundraiser, communications 
professional and grassroots advocate.  Previously, she served as Director of 
Community Education and Financial Protection for the statewide advocacy 
group, Georgia Watch, where she led efforts in research, education and 
served as an advocate at the Capitol on priority consumer issues.   

Prior to her role in State advocacy, she coordinated international research 
projects for the Mental Health Program and Women's Access to Information 
Initiative at The Carter Center. Her work at The Carter Center focused on promoting access to    
essential health resources and information necessary for economic development, particularly in 
Liberia, West Africa. Elise is an Atlanta native and returned to Georgia after receiving her B.S. in 
Industrial and Labor Relations from Cornell University, her M.S.W. from the University at Buffalo 
(SUNY), and serving communities in the State of New York for seven years as an advocate.                      
During her time in upstate New York, she worked as a birth doula and as the policy coordinator for 
a midwifery practice serving low-income women of color and she coordinated doula training        
programs for refugee women. 

"I am honored to serve as Executive Director of Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of 
Georgia," Blasingame says. "Serving the interests of women, particularly around access to 
healthcare and support, has long been my focus in advocacy and research. I look forward to    
working with our incredibly talented staff, expert Board of Directors, passionate membership, and 
Coalition partners to make Georgia the gold standard in maternal and infant health access with   
improved health outcomes for Georgiaôs women and children." You can reach Elise 

at elise.blasingame@hmhbga.org.  

A Note from Our Board President: 

LEAH ALDRIDGE, JD, IBCLC, RLC 

Fiscal Year 2016 (July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016) has been a year of 
tremendous growth and opportunity for Healthy Mothers, Healthy 
Babies Coalition of Georgia. After five years of hard work, the       
Coalition proudly celebrated the passage of HB649, the Georgia 
Lactation Consultant Practice Act. As a service to our partners and 
advocates across the State, we published our first State of the State 
of Maternal & Infant Health in Georgia report. We also welcomed 
our new Executive Director, Elise Blasingame to the HMHB team. 

We are excited not only by the breadth of experience that Elise brings to our organization, but 
also by her personal passion for improving the health status of Georgia's moms and babies.     
Under Elise's leadership, HMHB is poised to accomplish great things over the next several years. 

HMHB is pleased to release our FY16 Annual Report. This report outlines our successes and 
program impact for the year, and importantly highlights our broad network of support. We are   
truly grateful for our partners, friends and supporters and their dedication to improving maternal 
and child health in Georgia. We invite you to read through the Annual Report and share in our 
hard-earned successes for families across the State of Georgia. 
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After nearly five years of laboring, Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of 

Georgia is pleased to announce:  

ITôS A LAW! 
By signing HB 649, the Georgia Lactation Consultant Practice Act, into law, 

Governor Nathan Deal has improved access to clinical lactation care for     

Georgiaôs mothers and babies. Georgia can significantly increase the initiation 

and duration of breastfeeding rates that have continued to lag behind the       

national average. We appreciate his leadership and vision in establishing   

Georgia as the second state in the country to license lactation consultants. 

We are also extremely grateful for the leadership of Representative Sharon 

Cooper for carrying this bill. She understood the barriers to clinical lactation 

care, and she delivered the needed help. She is a courageous champion! 

There is no dispute that breastfeeding improves the health of both mothers and 

babies. HB 649 will save significant healthcare dollars for the state. 

Congratulations to our Board Members, Merrilee Gober, Public Affairs Chair, 

who received the American Medical Association Alliance LEAP Award on behalf 

of the Georgia chapter and to Leah Aldridge, Board President, who received 

the USLCA Award of Excellence for their work on this important legislation. 

Erica Francis Scott, MD, National Medical     
Director at Optum and HMHB Board member, 
had the opportunity to represent the Medical 
Association of GA (MAG) as ñDoctor of the 
Dayò during the 2016 GA Legislative Session.  
She met with Governor Nathan Deal, and was 
introduced to the Senate and House of      
Representatives in their respective chambers.  
Thank you for your leadership! 


